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woman, who had grown up at a stiff, ceremonious Court, develop the freest and most natural humanity, but she also, in spite of the fact that she had breathed in her childhood home an atmosphere part Italian and part French, and all her life long wrote French more frequently and more fluently than German, became a pronounced patroness and partisan of German literature.
Her endeavours to promote the intellectual life of the country came into notice immediately after the war, as did in general the larger development of her graceful spirit, and her patronage of the muses. She brought the University of Jena into greater prominence by increasing its income and by calling and retaining sound scholars for its faculty. She provided the Ducal Library in Weimar with its own beautiful, permanent home, in the so-called Green Palace, and opened it to general use. Musical life she raised from its low mechanical state to a high artistic plane by the engagement of thorough artists and the fostering of good music. Hand in hand with this went her efforts to secure for the theatre in Weimar regular and dignified performances. To this end she engaged, in 1768, Koch's excellent troupe, and, in 1771, Seyler's still more famous company, which contained such stars of the first magnitude as Eckhof and Frau Hensel. She made great sacrifices to carry out this plan because she was convinced, as Wieland said in 1773, " that a well-ordered theatre contributed in no small measure to the unconscious bettering and beautifying of the ideas, sentiments, taste, and morals of a people." Hence, we are told, she was not satisfied, when in this way she had provided her Court with the most respectable entertainment, people of business with the noblest recreation from the duties of their callings, and the leisure class with the most harmless pastime; it was also her desire that the lower classes should not be excluded from a public amusement which would be for them a school of good manners and virtuous sentiments. "And thus Weimar enjoys an advantage which it has cause to be grateful for, and which no other city in Germany can boast: it has a German